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Please join us in welcoming these newest educational leaders to the Public Schools of Brookline. 
Most are current colleagues who have assumed a new leadership role, while others are brand new 
to the district. Welcome to all! 
 

 
 
Staff who are new to the Public Schools of Brookline: 
 
Samantha Bracy 
Co-Director of Special Education (Baker, Heath, Lincoln, and Runkle) 
 

Samantha Bracy joins the Public Schools of Brookline as the Co-Director of Special 
Education. Ms. Bracy will work with district and school-level staff to provide leadership, 
professional development, and support for inclusive education for all students. She will also 
oversee specialized programming for students with disabilities for Baker, Heath, Lincoln, and 
Runkle Schools. 
 
Ms. Bracy brings to Brookline over 20 years of experience working in special education. Like 
so many others, she has roots in Brookline where she first worked as a paraprofessional at 
Lawrence and in our Extended School Year (ESY) program. From Brookline, Ms. Bracy went 
on to become a special education teacher in Winthrop and Newton.  She comes to us most 
recently as a special education director at Match Community Day Charter Public School.  
Over the years, Ms. Bracy developed expertise in students with physical disabilities and 
students with dyslexia.   
 
In addition to a Master’s Degree in Special Education from Northeastern University, Ms. 
Bracy earned a Certificate of Advanced Graduate Studies in Reading at Bridgewater State 
University. At Match Community Day, she developed specialized programs and instructional 
models for students with dyslexia and students with physical disabilities. 

 
Carolyn Wilson 
Interim Director of Special Education, Brookline High School 
 

Ms. Carolyn Wilson worked most recently for Nuttall, MacAvoy, and Joyce as an attorney.  
Prior to that, Ms. Wilson was the Director of Student Services in Reading Public Schools 
where she oversaw special education, nursing, Section 504, and English Language Learners 
for the district. Ms. Wilson has worked in special education since 1997, serving in different 
sectors including a private special education day school, a charter school, and at the state 



 

 

level with the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education.  She has also served as a 
Member-At-Large for the Massachusetts branch of the International Dyslexia Association. 
 
Ms. Wilson received a Bachelor of Arts degree from Saint Anselm College and holds a 
Master’s degree in Special Education from Simmons College.  Her Master’s thesis focused on 
the benefits of peer mentoring in a residential setting for adolescent girls with learning 
disabilities.  She also graduated with Honors from Suffolk University where Carolyn earned 
her law degree.  

 
 
Colleagues who have taken on a new leadership role in the PSB: 
 
Michael Chan 
Communications Specialist 
 

Mike Chan will be serving as the communications specialist at PSB. In this role, Mr. Chan 
will use print, digital and social media to keep internal and external stakeholders informed of 
and engaged with PSB’s strategic initiatives and the ongoing progress of our schools. He 
will also work closely with Senior Staff to develop and implement a strategic approach to 
communications with the goal of providing internal and external stakeholders with essential 
and timely information. 
 
Mr. Chan joined PSB in 2018 as the Enrollment and Community Engagement Specialist. He 
earned a Bachelors of Arts in Elementary Education from Boston University. 

 
Matt DuBois 
Assistant Director of Guidance, Clinical Services, and Social-Emotional Learning 
 

Dr. Matt Dubois is the Assistant Director of Guidance, Clinical Services, and Social-
Emotional Learning. Dr. Dubois will be working closely with the Office of Student Services, 
Office of Teaching and Learning, and the school guidance team to create, adapt, and execute 
SEL initiatives within schools, and provide technical assistance and best practices to district 
and school staff around promoting students' social-emotional development and well-being. 
Dr. Dubois will also be responsible for the development and implementation of a 
comprehensive school counseling program based upon District goals and the identified needs 
of the students at the PreK-8 level. 
 
Dr. DuBois is a licensed school psychologist and clinical psychologist who has worked at 
Brookline High School (BHS) since 2016. He earned his doctorate in School Psychology 
from Northeastern University in May 2015 and subsequently completed a Postdoctoral 
Fellowship in the Department of Psychiatry and Human Behavior at Brown University. 
  
In his time at BHS, Dr. DuBois served as the lead clinician for the Supported Learning 
Center (SLC), led the Early Warning Data and Social-Emotional Learning Teams, and was a 
member of the district-wide Social-Emotional Learning Team. In addition to his role in 
Brookline, Dr. DuBois has served as a lecturer in Northeastern University’s School 
Psychology program since 2017 and is President-Elect of the Massachusetts School 
Psychologist’s Association (MSPA). Dr. DuBois has published academic and clinical research 
in the Journal of School Psychology, School Psychology Review, and the Communiqué. 

 
 



 

 

Kendell Jones 
Coordinator of Social-Emotional Learning and Mental Health for the Brookline METCO Program K-12 
 

Mr. Kendell Jones is the new Coordinator of Social-Emotional Learning and Mental 
Health for the Brookline METCO Program K-12. Mr. Jones is a Brookline High School 
alum and he has worked for the Public Schools of Brookline for 15 years. Prior to this role 
Mr. Jones served as an advisor for the Steps to Success Program, and as Substance Abuse 
and Violence Prevention Counselor at BHS for the public health department. Mr. Jones is 
also the varsity coach for the BHS Lady Warriors basketball team.  
 
In his role as Coordinator, he will facilitate professional learning opportunities for faculty 
and provide increased communication and resources in the area of SEL and mental health 
to our METCO scholars and families.  
 
Mr. Jones is also the founder and facilitator of CORE (Communicating Our Real 
Experiences) a program designed to bring awareness to and address the social, emotional, 
mental, and health issues that impact the lives of our BIPOC high school students. The 
goal of CORE is to provide student leaders with the platform to make a positive change 
that will improve students' social and emotional well-being, school culture, and create a 
more welcoming community for all.  
 
Mr. Jones holds a Bachelor’s of Sociology from Florida Memorial University and a 
Master’s in Social Work at Simmons University.  
 

Brendan Kobus  
Interim Dean of 9th Grade 
 

Brendan Kobus has taught special education in Brookline since 2009 and has been an 
Associate Dean for the last five years and principal of our Summer School for the last three. 
He is an exceptionally competent teacher, dean, and school leader. Mr. Kobus knows the 
ninth grade faculty, staff, and program well. He is looking forward to supporting our ninth 
grade students, families, and staff.  Mr. Kobus received his undergraduate degree in history 
from Central Connecticut State University; he holds a master’s degree in special education 
from Lesley University and a master’s degree in educational leadership through the EDCO 
Educator Leadership Institute and Endicott College. 
 

Sarah Ladner Apollo 
Winthrop House Coordinator 
 

Mrs. Sarah Ladner Apollo joined the Public Schools of Brookline twelve years ago as a math 
teacher at Winthrop House.  During her tenure as a teacher, Mrs. Ladner Apollo developed 
expertise in content and meeting students where they are while holding high expectations 
of them.  Mrs. Ladner Apollo now joins as the Coordinator of Winthrop House.  As 
Coordinator, she will provide instructional leadership and management of Winthrop House 
through day-to-day operations while promoting learning and growth of all students in a 
clinical milieu.  
 
Before joining the Winthrop House, Mrs. Ladner Apollo lived and learned across New 
England. She grew up in rural Maine attending the local public school, then earned her B.A. 
in Mathematics with a minor in Education from Middlebury College in Vermont. Mrs. 
Ladner Apollo moved to Boston to earn her Ed.M. in Secondary Education from Harvard 



 

 

Graduate School of Education and now calls the city home. With years of teaching under 
her belt, Mrs. Ladner Apollo’s passion for supporting students grew to include the entire 
student experience, leading her to enroll in the C.A.G.S. in Educational Leadership program 
at Salem State University in the fall of 2020.  

 
Melissa Lyons 
Vice Principal at Driscoll School 
 

Melissa Lyons joins the Driscoll staff as an additional Vice Principal, joining Michelle 
Bartley and David Youkilis as part of Driscoll’s administrative team.  Melissa worked at 
the Driscoll School during her time as a teacher in our BEEP program.  Most recently 
Melissa was the K-3 team facilitator for Runkle School and the Florida Ruffin Ridley 
School. Melissa has a Master of Science degree from Simmons College where she earned 
her leadership certificate.  Melissa also has a Master’s degree in Early Childhood 
Education from Lesley University.  Melissa is a passionate educator who is always looking 
to improve her practice and leadership skills.  She has been a teacher mentor in Brookline 
and she has enjoyed working across grade levels on district wide committees and piloting 
new programs or initiatives. Melissa believes in providing rich educational experiences for 
all students and strives to build relationships with students, families and colleagues.  

 
Gabriel McCormick 
Senior Director of Teaching and Learning for Secondary Education  
 

Gabriel McCormick joins the team in the Office of Teaching and Learning as our new 
Senior Director of Teaching and Learning for Secondary Education. In this new role, Mr. 
McCormick will collaborate with the Brookline High School leadership team to ensure 
content and curriculum alignment between our high school and our K-8 schools.  He will 
also lead an examination of our middle school model, oversee the district’s Mentoring & 
Induction program PK-12 and serve as a liaison for external partners like Steps to Success, 
the Brookline Education Foundation, and the Innovation Fund. 
 

Mr. McCormick rejoins the Office of Teaching and Learning Central Office after two years 
as our Curriculum Coordinator for K-8 Social Studies and before that, he served for five 
years as our Director of Professional Development. Prior to joining Brookline, he served as 
an Instructional Mentor and taught Social Studies and AVID in middle school and high 
school for the Bellevue School District in Bellevue, WA. 
 
Mr. McCormick received a Bachelor of Arts from Oberlin College with a double major in 
Modern European History and East Asian Studies and holds a Master of Education from 
the University of Washington, Seattle with a focus on Secondary Social Studies Teaching. 
He has also collaborated with the University of Washington LIFE center, Primary  Source, 
and the Harvard Graduate School of Education providing leadership coaching and to 
develop authentic student assessments. 

 
Greg Porter 
Interim Curriculum Coordinator for Social Studies K-8 
 

Greg Porter joins the curriculum department as our Interim Curriculum Coordinator for 
Social Studies K-8. In this role Mr. Porter will lead the ongoing development of the 
district’s K-8 Social Studies curriculum, supervise middle grades social studies teachers, 
and serve as a member of the Office of Teaching & Learning’s Curriculum Department. 



 

 

 
Prior to this role Mr. Porter has served fifteen years in the Public Schools of Brookline 
including eight years as a 5th grade classroom teacher and seven years as a middle grades 
social studies teacher at the Lawrence School. He has also been a new teacher mentor and 
Mentored Professional Learning coach for the district. 
 
Mr. Porter earned a BA in History from UMASS Amherst, a Masters in Education from 
Wheelock College, a Certification in Counseling Psychology from Lesley University, and 
a Certification in Instructional Educational Technology from Emmanuel College. Mr. 
Porter also actively pursues professional learning opportunities, most recently in the area 
of diversity, equity and inclusion. He has completed SEED facilitator training, Restorative 
Justice training, and training from the Disruptive Equity Education Project.  

 
Donna Sartanowicz 
Interim Coordinator for K-12 Visual Arts  
 

Donna Sartanowicz joins the Curriculum Coordinator team as the Interim Coordinator for 
K-12 Visual Arts.  Ms. Sartanowicz brings more than 24 years of instructional experience 
to the role, the last 17 of which have been spent with the students of Brookline High 
School.  Before coming to Brookline Donna was a teacher in Walpole.   
 
Throughout her career in Brookline Ms. Sartanowicz has served as a leader in the Visual 
Arts department.  She served on the curriculum review committee to create and articulate 
the Brookline Visual Arts Framework.  During the last NEASC review, she served on the 
steering committee. Ms. Sartanowicz has facilitated professional development for the 
teachers of Brookline as well as at the state and national level.  She has also worked 
extensively to hone her skills in providing feedback to students and teachers, including 
university practicum students.  Ms. Sartanowicz has also been the recipient of multiple 
Brookline Education Foundation grants including one that sent her to the AP Art and 
Design Summer Institute at the Taft Education Center.     
 
Ms. Sartanowicz holds a Bachelor’s of Fine Arts in Metalsmithing and a Master’s of Art 
Education from the Massachusetts College of Art and Design in Boston.   

 
Summer Williams 
Interim Dean of Students, Grades 10-12 

 
Summer Williams has been a Performing Arts teacher at Brookline High School for 17 
years and became an Associate Dean three years ago. She was the lead dean for the Class of 
2021 and thus managed much of the student support work for this COVID class and the 
celebrations we had in the spring (commencement, senior block party, etc.). Dean Williams 
builds and fosters culture, communicates incredibly well, and has been particularly focused 
on our racial equity efforts through extensive work with professional development and her 
epic Spring Plays that have elevated student voice.  Summer also is the Co-Founder of 
Company One Theatre in Boston. Ms. Williams holds both graduate and undergraduate 
degrees from Clark University. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Jamie Yadoff 
Interim Principal of Pierce School 
 

Jamie Yadoff will be stepping in as the interim principal of the Pierce School for the 2021-
2022 school year. Ms. Yadoff has been Vice Principal at Pierce School since 2018. Prior to 
that, she was a middle school English, Social Studies and Health teacher at Pierce from 
2005 to 2018. Before joining the faculty at Pierce, she was an educator in the Lexington 
Public Schools for five years.  
  
An established member of the Brookline community, Ms. Yadoff was awarded the 
Excellence in Education award by the Goldin Foundation in 2011. She also served as chair 
of the 8th grade Textbook Selection Committee in 2015. Ms. Yadoff holds a Bachelor of 
Arts degree from Northern Illinois University and Master of Education degrees from the 
University of Massachusetts Amherst and Endicott College. 

 
 
New members of the district’s Senior Leadership: 
 
Tye’sha Fluker  
Director of Human Resources  
 

Tye’sha Fluker joined the Public Schools of Brookline as the Director of Human Resources 
in July 2021. In this capacity, Ms. Fluker will provide guidance and support to PSB staff 
regarding district policies, procedures, and other human resources strategy. Her focus in 
collaborating and building relationships with educators, municipal officials, and other 
stakeholders will provide important leadership and create positive outcomes for the 
Brookline community. 
 
Ms. Fluker most recently served as the Human Capital Manager at the Boston Public 
Schools, overseeing the district’s staffing assignments and reorganizations. Prior to that 
position, she served as the Human Resources Coordinator at Maranatha High School in 
Pasadena, CA, where she developed the organization’s first Applicant Tracking System. 
Ms. Fluker played in the Women’s National Basketball Association (WNBA) for three 
seasons, after leading the University of Tennessee to three Final Four appearances and two 
SEC Titles in her collegiate basketball career.  
 
Ms. Fluker received her Masters of Arts in Human Resources at Ottawa University and a 
Bachelor of Science in Service Management from the University of Tennessee. 

 
Samuel Rippin  
Deputy Superintendent for Administration and Finance 
 

Samuel (Sam) Rippin joins the Public Schools of Brookline as the Deputy Superintendent of 
Administration and Finance. Mr. Rippin will develop and manage the school budget 
process, oversee the operating and capital budgets, and work with town departments with 
respect to facility operations and capital needs in Brookline. 
 
Mr. Rippin last worked as the Assistant Superintendent for Business and Finance at the 
Dedham Public Schools, a post he has held since 2014. Prior to that he served in similar 
positions with Winchester, Saugus and Billerica Public Schools. Prior to joining public 
education, Sam worked in various capacities at Tufts University from 1989 through 2001 



 

 

in both the Central Administration and its School of Dental Medicine. In addition, has 
served on boards for various non-profit entities, including the Massachusetts Association 
of School Business Officials (MASBO) during his career.  
 
Mr. Rippin is a licensed Certified Public Accountant in the States of Massachusetts and 
Ohio and has been a tax practitioner for over 30 years. He holds a Bachelor of Business 
Administration from Cleveland State University, a Master of Business Administration 
from Bentley College and a Certificate of Advanced Educational Studies from Boston 
College in the area of Education Leadership.  

 
Lesley Ryan Miller 
Deputy Superintendent for Teaching and Learning  
 

Lesley Ryan Miller joins the Public Schools of Brookline’s Senior Leadership team as the 
Deputy Superintendent of Teaching and Learning.  Ms. Miller brings to this position over 
25 years of experience in education as a classroom teacher and as a school and district 
administrator. Most recently, she served as the Principal of the Pierce School. Prior to 
taking on the principal position at Pierce, Ms. Miller was Brookline’s Senior Director of 
Teaching and Learning where she oversaw K-8 curriculum in math, literacy, social studies, 
science and world language.    
  
Before joining the Public Schools of Brookline, Ms. Miller was the Director of Teacher 
Development and Advancement for the Boston Public Schools where she led new teacher 
induction, teacher leadership and professional development opportunities for all Boston 
Public School educators. This followed almost a decade of classroom teaching as a 
kindergarten and first grade teacher in Boston Public Schools.   
 
Ms. Miller received a Bachelor of Science in Education from Boston University and holds a 
Master of Education from the Harvard Graduate School of Education. She is a member of 
Boston University’s Black Alumni Leadership Council and the Boston University Alumni 
Council. She is also a Trustee at The Park School, an independent school in Brookline, and 
a member of the Girls on the Run Greater Boston Board--a positive youth development 
program serving girls ages 8-13.   

 
Jenee Uttaro  
Senior Director of Educational Equity  
 

Ms. Uttaro accepted the position of Senior Director of Equity in June 2021 and will lead 
the development of a clear district mission committed to equitable access, process, 
treatment and outcomes for students; create and oversee ongoing professional learning 
experiences for staff that address unconscious bias and systematic racism; work with the 
Office of Teaching and Learning and school administrators to remove barriers for 
students; and work across PSB central offices to ensure equity is foundational. She will 
further partner with students, families, and community members in our collective efforts 
toward continual improvement, and conduct an Equity Audit to identify root causes for 
equity gaps in the district and plan for ways to address them.  
 
Before coming to Brookline, Ms. Uttaro taught English at Boston Latin School for nine 
years. She began her tenure with PSB as an English Language Arts teacher at the William 
H. Lincoln School and transitioned to Brookline High School in 2008. Since then, she has 
held positions as the Program Administrator for The Literacy Project, Program 



 

 

Coordinator for the Content-Area Reading Initiative, Interim Executive Director of Steps 
to Success, Dean of Faculty, and most recently the Dean of the Old Lincoln School.  
 
Ms. Uttaro received her Masters of Education from Boston College and her Masters of 
Education in Educational Leadership from Endicott College. She is an instructor of 
graduate students in education leadership and professional learning and is a Council 
Member of the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education’s 
Racial Imbalance Advisory Council.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


